
 Over a hundred years ago Black Elk had 

a vision of the time when Indian people would heal 

from the devastating effects of the European migra-

tion. In this vision the Sacred Hoop which had 

been broken, would be mended in seven genera-

tions. The children born into this decade will be the 

seventh generation. 
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Do American Indian students have 

learning styles different from the learning 

styles of mainstream American students? 

How have they developed? What can edu-

cators do to be responsive to those differ-

ences?  

These were the intriguing questions 

that Standing Rock educator Dr. Karen 

Gayton Comeau (formerly Swisher) asked 

in her keynote speech to a conference of 

some 350 reservation teachers at the Prai-

rie Knights Casino in Fort Yates, Aug. 21. 

In reply to the questions, Dr. Comeau, 

former school teacher and principal of 

Standing Rock Community School and ex

-president of Haskell Indian Nations Uni-

versity in Lawrence, Kansa, cited a 1984 

research project she did with a colleague, 

Donna Deyhle, titled, ñThe Styles of 

Learning are Different but the Teaching 

is the Same:  Suggestions for Teachers of 

American Indian Youth.ò 

The conference where Dr. Comeau 

spoke was hosted by the Sitting Bull Col-

lege (SBC) 7th Generation Academic 

Excellence Center (AEC) and the Stand-

ing Rock Tribal Education Department. 

The AEC was established by SBC in 

2007 with the mission of developing the 

intellectual capital of the future leaders, 

the youth, of Standing Rock reservation. 

It is funded by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. 

through the  Wokaspe Oyate: wisdom of 

the People  

American Indian Learning Styles Different, Says Educator 

READ  MORE 

There is an American Indian way of com-

municating and it is indirect and non-

confrontational, a young Indian communication 

scholar from Bismarck explained to some 350 

Standing Rock Reservation teachers at a con-

ference in Fort Yates recently. 

The Native American scholar, Dr. Cheryl 

Long Feather, discovered this communication 

style while doing research in 2006-07 for her 

Ph.D. in communication from the University of 

North Dakota in Grand Forks. The thesis, titled 

ñThe L/N/Dakota Model of Oratory,ò described 

the traditional style of communication among 

the L/N/Dakota people particularly.  

ñThis non-confrontational approach to 

communication acknowledges a personôs 

right to his point of view, but is sometimes 

mistaken for agreement or acquiescence,ò 

said Dr. Long Feather, who is United Tribes 

Technical College research director. It ñfinds 

the ómy-way-or-the-highway attitudeô offen-

sive. It is a language of respect and is based 

on traditional values of collectivism, negotia-

tion and consensus.ò 

Communicating óIndian Style' 

Is Non-Confrontational, Says Scholar 

READ  MORE 

http://www.sittingbull.edu/community/excellence/issue03/Artical31RM.pdf
http://www.sittingbull.edu/community/excellence/issue03/Artical32RM.pdf
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AEC Professional And Peer Tutors Now Available 

Speech Club Organized 
 Speech Club was organized by the 7th 

Generation Academic Excellence Center Sept. 

18 and the following were elected officers: Jerl 

Thompson, president; Lyle Archambault, vice 

president; and Kourtenay Iron Cloud, secretary. 

The advisers of the Club are Sunshine Carlow 

and Gretchen Jentz.  

 The members of the Club are Audra 

Stonefish, Andrew Mackin, Bernadette Hill, 

Brittney Halsey, Charles Walker, Chris Crow 

Eagle, Harriet Black Hoop, Maxine Thunder 

Hawk, Melissa Gibson, Millicent Brown,Misti 

Jones, Pearl Tiger, Tamara Howard, Taurean 

Good House and Tinnekkia Williams.  

Alcohol/Drug Addiction, Criminality,  

Poverty: SR Urgent Problems 

Alcohol/drug addiction, criminality and 

poverty. 

These are three of the most urgent prob-

lems of Standing Rock Indian Reservation in 

North-South Dakota, according to a survey of 

182 teachers on the reservation conducted in 

2008. Because of the first two problems, the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs instituted a ñpolice 

surgeò that brought more policemen to the 

area this past year.   

The survey was conducted by the Sitting 

Bull College (SBC) 7th Generation Academic 

Excellence Center (AEC) among the partici-

pants of the Professional Development Day, a 

seminar sponsored by the Standing Rock 

READ  MORE 

READ  MORE 

The 7th Generation Academic Excellence Center 

has finally organized its first corps of tutors, shortly 

after it moved to its location from the old campus 

to the new Student Support Services Building on 

the new campus. 

Ten tutors are now available to help students of 

Sitting Bull College with their lessons in basic and 

advanced math, science, writing, reading, business, 

accounting, speaking, computers, study skills, 

scholarship and life planning, and GED exams 

preparation. Sunshine Carlow, coordinator for the 

7th Generation Academic Excellence Center, has 

just announced this in  posters  put up all over the 

campus in the third week of September, 2009. 

The tutors had their first formal training Sept. 

16, with tutor coordinator Sunshine Carlow giving 

http://www.sittingbull.edu/community/excellence/issue03/Artical34RM.pdf
http://www.sittingbull.edu/community/excellence/issue03/Artical35RM.pdf
http://www.sittingbull.edu/community/excellence/issue03/Artical33RM.pdf
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SR Teacher: White Female, 45-50 yrs old, 

Christian, Married, W/Bachelorôs Degree 

masterôs degrees. According to the second survey in 

2009, 67% of the teachers are Caucasians 66% are 

Christian, and 64% have 15 years or less of teaching. 

Educators may interpret these figures to say that 

the future of Native American students in Standing 

Rock are in the hands of white women who are mar-

ried, middle aged, with moderate years of experience 

and with bachelorôs degrees, speak Standard English 

at home, but do not speak the Lakota language, ac-

cording to the study (see Table 1). 

The SBC 7th Generation Academic Excellence 

Center was established in 2007 with a five-year grant 

from the American Indian College Fund (A*CF) to 

help the college develop the academic performance 

of its students, particularly in the areas of writing, 

speaking and reading.  

The average teacher on Standing Rock Indian Res-

ervation is white female, 45-50 years old, Christian, 

married, with a bachelorôs degree, has been teaching 

for 15 years or less and does not speak or write the 

native language Lakota. 

This profile was taken from two surveys conducted 

among 182 reservation teachers in 2008 and 244 

teachers in 2009 by the Sitting Bull College (SBC) 7th 

Generation Academic Excellence Center. The survey 

was made to determine the problems and needs of the 

community and to get input from the public, particu-

larly the teachers, on what the possible role of the new 

Center should be in the education of Standing Rock 

students. 

According to the first survey in 2008, 56% of the 

teachers are less than 50 years old, 73% are female 

and 55% have bachelorôs degrees while 27% have READ  MORE 


